
 

 
 

 

 
Gyehyun Jung joins the staff at SELC 

 

I am very excited about being an organist at Swedesburg 

Evangelical Lutheran Church. Now I am working on the fourth 

year of my Doctorate of Musical Arts in Voice Performance at 

the University of Iowa, where I have served as a teaching 

assistant and I am going to start a master’s degree in Organ this 

Fall semester while I finish my doctoral degree.  
 

I was baptized as a child and brought up in a Catholic family, 

who lives in the faith. I have a younger brother, father, mother 

and my pet, Choco who live in Korea. Since I cannot often visit 

them, I always miss them. When I have free time, I love playing 

tennis, watching famous opera singers’ performances on 

YouTube, and watching Korean TV shows. 
 

I’ve been pursuing my lifelong dream as an opera singer since I 

was young. But, I’ve been interested more and more in sacred 

music as I mature. And I get to love playing organ as well as 

singing church music. While I have been a practicing Catholic 

since I was young, I have served as a church musician in various 

settings. I currently serve as the Music Director for the Iowa 

City Korean Catholic Church, where I cantor and accompany the 

mass. While in Bloomington, Indiana, I was the Music Director 

for the Bloomington Korean Catholic Church. In addition to 

cantoring and accompanying, I also rehearsed and conducted the 

church choir. I love worshiping and praising God with my 

musical talent God gave me. I’m looking forward to sharing 

beautiful music at SELC.  

- Gyehyun Jung 
 

Please welcome Gyehyun to SELC as she begins her work here 

on Sunday, June 4.  
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June Worship Schedule 
Sundays in May 

10:00 a.m. Worship 

 

Wednesdays in June 

  7:00 p.m. Women’s Bible Study 

 

Congregation Council and 

Church Finance Notes 
The Council will meet at 7 p.m. on Thursday, June 15, 2017. Council 

meeting minutes are posted on the bulletin board in the church 

narthex (entryway). Council minutes are also available in the church 

office.  

 Giving $92,276.91 

 Expenses $88,789.09 

 Mission Support $7,504.14 

 Net Income ($4,016.32) 

 
Any church committee meeting may be attended by anyone. You do 

not have to be a member of that group to attend their meeting. We 

encourage you to attend the meeting(s) of your choice. All 

committees will meet in the church lower level unless otherwise 

stated. If you have any concerns regarding any of the committees, 

please direct them to a committee member, especially the council 

representative to that committee.  
 

Synod Assembly Report 
First of all allow Ray and I to thank the congregation for allowing us 

to represent them at the Southeastern Iowa Synod Assembly at the 

Lutheran Church of Hope in West Des Moines this year. 

 

For the most part the assembly was uneventful this year in that there 

were no controversial issues that caused long debates pro or con 

presented before the voting members during the business portion of 

the assembly. Proposed Constitutional and structural revisions, and 

Resolutions readily passed with either a card or voice vote, and 

elections to the Synod Council passed on a first ballot. Resolutions 

dealt with nutritional hunger, specifically awareness of how important 

the first 1000 days of life are, beginning at conception which would 

include expectant mothers as life grows within them. Refugee 



services, such as welcoming, and education on the process of the 

crisis, urging members to contact politicians to act humanely with 

regards to laws, treatment, and open pathways to citizenship for 

immigrants. 

 

Reports were given either orally or written from all the committees, 

the Synod Vice President, ELCA Vice President and of course Bishop 

Michael Burk. Bishop’s emphases were on clarity of purpose. He 

cited four Cs for this, candidates, clarity, creativity and collaboration, 

indicating “we need each other in this, together”. You may have your 

own interpretation of this, to me it says people, being specific, 

thinking outside the box, yet working together. 

 

Of course recognizing the 500
th

 Anniversary of the Reformation and 

the posting of Martin Luther’s “Ninety-five Theses” in Wittenberg on 

October 31, 1517 was an important event of the Synod this year. But 

also recognized for an important anniversary this year was Pastor 

Philip Borleske for his 50 years of service as an ordained minister. 

What a pleasure it was to be there to congratulate him. 

 

One very strong aspect of the Assembly for me was the music. 

Having no musical skills myself even I could appreciate the 

awesomeness of both the participants of the assembly and the 

professional musicians that lead the group. I think it would be 

difficult for anyone to imagine how inspiring the sound of over four 

hundred voices singing loud and clear can be. The last count given by 

Bishop Burk was that there were 368 voting members at the assembly 

and with guests attending that added up to more than four hundred in 

attendance. 

 

Secondly we apologize for perhaps not meeting the full responsibility 

of the task. As it turned out our grandson, Grant and his teammates 

qualified to run in the state track meet at Drake Stadium this weekend 

also. We didn’t learn of the team’s qualification until a few days 

prior. We felt asking someone to take our place at the assembly would 

be unreasonable on such short notice so we left twice from the 

assembly and drove the twenty five minutes across Des Moines, paid 

the $10.00 admission fee two separate days, to the stadium to watch 

him run for twenty or so seconds in his qualifying events and then the 

twenty-five minutes back to the assembly. The Assembly ended early 

and we were able to return to the stadium for the event that gained his 



team enough points (from Marion) to take first place in their 3A 

division. 

 

Once again, thank you, it was our pleasure to represent our 

congregation. Ray & Ruth Meth 

 

Evangelism Committee 
Coffee cups with the SELC logo filled with Hershey’s Kisses will be 

given to guests to worship. The cups are available in the narthex for 

all members, donations welcome.  

 

Luther League Mission Trip 
10 youth will join Cherry Sandeen and Pastor Mark on June 10-17 for 

a mission trip to Las Vegas, Tucson, Phoenix, and the Grand Canyon. 

Along the way they will be learning about issues of homelessness, 

human trafficking, immigration, and ecology.  

 

Thank you for the support you have given them as they raise the funds 

for this trip! We continue to collect beverage cans and bottles in the 

west entrance to the church. Let the church office know if you need 

these items to be picked up at your home.  

 

Social Ministry 
We have committed to helping serve the Fellowship Cup and WACO 

Summer Sacks.  

 

Summer Sacks at the Fellowship Cup will run July 3 and 5-7, 2017. 

Summer Sacks for WACO will run July 31, August 2 and 4. Please 

sign up to assist. Forms to sign up will be available in the narthex 

(entryway). 

 

Through June, Social Ministry is lifting up the work of the Ronald 

McDonald House in Iowa City. To donate please note in the memo of 

your check “Ronald McDonald House.” Thank you for your support 

of this worthwhile mission.  

 

Following is a Wish List from the Ronald McDonald house.  

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you’s 

Swedesburg Church: A very special thank you…for being so very 

thoughtful! Thank you for the May Day sacks. I enjoyed the 

children’s art work and the cookies were yummy. Cedra Schlatter 

 

To Our Church Family: Thank you to everyone for the prayers, e-

mails, and concerns expressed for our Grandson, Dominic. He has 

 



started Physical Therapy and went back to school on May 9. We 

praise the Lord that he is on the road to recovery! 

Thank you, Doug and Donna Deardorff 

 

Thanks to the SELC congregation for the prayers, cards, and words 

of support following the death of my brother. The concern and loving 

sympathy expressed has been a great source of comfort and is very 

much appreciated.  Sincerely, Stacey Speidel & family 

 

Thank you to the Social Ministry for the cookies. They were 

delicious and much appreciated. Louise Unkrich 
 

Worship & Music 
The weekly attendance during May is reported below: 

May 7   80 

May 14 126 

May 21   83 
 

The offerings through May 21 by week are shown: 

May 7 offering May 14 offering 

$2,417.00 General fund $2,840.00 general fund 

$3,410.00 total $5,735.00 total 
 

May 21 offering: $2,595.00 general fund, with $4,405.35 total. 

 

Radio Sponsorship 
Our radio sponsors for June: 

  4 Mary Benson 

11 Doug & Donna Deardorff, in honor of their anniversary 

18 Marylou & Wayne Rodgers in honor or their 40
th

 

wedding anniversary 

25 Mike & Jackie Brawner, in memory of Jackie’s parents’ 

wedding anniversary 

 

Thank you for sponsoring the radio broadcast. Opportunities remain 

to sponsor the radio broadcast during the coming months. One 

sponsor family per week may be sponsored at $50 or two families can 

co-sponsor one week at $25 each. Please sign up on the sheet in the 

narthex (entryway). 

 



If you like to listen to our worship services, you may really enjoy 

listening to a shortened service each Sunday morning at 11:30 a.m. on 

the radio at 105.5 KILJ FM.  

 

Our entire hourly weekly worship service may be listened to on the 

church website: www.swedesburglutheran.org. Click on “weekly 

worship services”, and then select “Launch Media Player”. Click on 

the weekly service you wish to listen to. Only a couple of month’s 

recordings are kept on this site at one time. 

 

Each month’s church newsletter is available on our website: 

www.swedesburglutheran.org. Click on “calendar”, then “newsletter”, 

and then click any month to read it. 

 

You may see the church calendar on the website. Changes are made to 

it as they occur. Check out our website! 

 

Roller Skating Fun 

 
 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.swedesburglutheran.org/
http://www.swedesburglutheran.org/


Graduate Recognition May 14 

 
Graduates Nicholas Sandeen and Adam Bodenham were blessed on 

Sunday, May 14, 2017. 

 

Affirmation of Baptism May 14 

 
 



 
Jack Moody, Anna Ostby and Landan Provino affirmed their baptism 

on Sunday, May 14, 2017. 

 

  
Repairing the rope on the church flag pole. The Congregational 

Council thanks you for this work!  



Vacation Bible School 

 
Maker Fun Factory, Created by God, Built for a 

Purpose Vacation Bible School will be held Monday, 

July 24 through Thursday, July 27 at the Parish Hall. This is for 

children ages three through fifth grade. Dinner will be served at 5:30 

with classes beginning at 6:00 p.m. This is FREE to all participants. 

Registration forms are available in this newsletter, in the back church 

entrance, narthex (church entryway), or on our website under 

Christian Education.  

                                                                              
Turn your VBS forms in to the church by mailing to: SELC, PO Box 

88, Swedesburg, IA  52652, place in the envelope in the narthex 

(entryway), or place in the mailbox outside the west entrance; use the 

lower right box for the office secretary, Mary McLerran. 

                                     

  



 

Happy Father’s Day! 
At Lutheran Services in Iowa (LSI), we strive to build up and 

empower Iowa kids and families. For us, Father’s Day is a time to 

celebrate all the fathers and male role models we see every day.  

 

In our Early Childhood fatherhood program, young men are learning 

to become dads. They’re becoming confident and active in their 

child’s life, and they are creating loving, bright futures for their 

families. Many of the boys and young men that LSI serves in our 

residential programs have never had a positive male role model in 

their lives. But our volunteer mentors are there to help guide them.  

 

At a gathering of mentors and mentees, a few of these children 

introduced their mentors to each other. When a boy from Beloit 

spoke, you could hear the quiet pride in his voice. “This is Josh,” he 

said simply. “And he’s the mentor I’ve always wanted.” 

 

You are making all of this possible through your support of LSI. 

Thank you for responding to the love of Jesus Christ through 

compassionate service! Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa 

responds to the love of Jesus Christ through compassionate service. 

LSI is an affiliated social ministry partner of the Iowa congregations 

of the ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) and a 

member of LSA (Lutheran Services in America). We proudly serve 

people of all ages, abilities, religions, sexes, gender identities, 

national origins, ethnicities, races, and sexual orientations. Learn 

more at www.LSIowa.org and www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa. 

 

Breaking Barriers 

After years of living in fear, surrounded by violence in his home 

country of Burundi, Firmin wanted to create a better life for the 

family he and his wife, Emma, dreamed of.  

http://www.lsiowa.org/
http://www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa


 

They fled to Tanzania, where they lived in a refugee camp for 13 

years. While there, Firmin worked as a principal in the camp’s school 

and he and Emma welcomed two baby boys, Dan and Joshua. But 

when the Tanzanian government closed the camp, he and his family 

were sent to live in the U.S. as refugees. When he arrived in the U.S., 

Firmin came to LSI’s Refugee Community Services to attend English 

classes and become familiar with his new home.  

 

Firmin and Emma have spent the last 10 years raising their family in 

Des Moines, and Firmin is finding ways to give back and support 

more Iowa kids and families. During the school year, Firmin can be 

found in the halls and classrooms of public schools across the Des 

Moines district. He is one of several bilingual outreach community 

workers in the schools, translating for families who speak Swahili, 

Kirundi, Kinyarwanda, Kinyamulenge, and French.  

 

In his free time, Firmin works as a direct support caregiver in the Des 

Moines area, and he spends his weekends as a pastor at a local church. 

He loves that he can help ease the congregation’s daily stresses and 

lingering trauma through prayer and worship.  

 

Dan and Joshua are now in high school and Firmin and Emma have 

welcomed two daughters, Grace and Selah, in Iowa.  

 

Swedish Museum Pancake Breakfasts 
The annual Swedish Museum pancake breakfasts hosted by Swedish 

American Museum and Historical Society will be held twice this 

summer: June 3 and July 1 at the Parish Hall, 201 Academy Avenue 

in Swedesburg. Swedish pancakes with lingonberries, korv, ham, 

homemade pastries, juice and coffee are on the menu. The food will 

be served from 8 to 11 a.m. 

 

Midsommar 

Midsommar 2017 hosted by Swedish American Museum and 

Historical Society: Join us Saturday, June 24 at 7 p.m. - 10 p.m. for an 

evening of Swedish music and dancing, as we celebrate our Swedish 

heritage. Refreshments served after the program. Free will donation. 

Bring the kids, fun for all ages, at the Parish Hall, 201 Academy 

Avenue in Swedesburg.  

https://www.facebook.com/SwedesburgSwedishAmericanMuseum/
https://www.facebook.com/SwedesburgSwedishAmericanMuseum/
https://www.facebook.com/SwedesburgSwedishAmericanMuseum/
https://www.facebook.com/SwedesburgSwedishAmericanMuseum/


We pray for all our church members throughout the year. Each week 

we will pray for about five church families. Please pray in June for: 

 

June 4: 
Aaron Kempf  

Justin Kempf 

Michelle Kempf and Lilly Heckethorn 

Troy & Lisa Kempf  

Michael & Karla Kerr, Maverick and Annika 
 

 

 

June 11: 
Mark & Linda Kimzey, Aaron  

Rebekah Kimzey  

Patricia King  

Kathleen Klopfenstein  

Jim & Shirley Krabill 
 

 

 

June 18: 
Jean Kracaw  

Jordan Krueger  

Karl & Patty Krueger 

Keaton & Angela Krueger 

Anthony & Marne Lackman, Alexander & Kohl 
 

 

 

June 25: 
Warren & Vickie Larson, Jordan, Joshua, Emily and 

Elizabeth 

Art & Rose Lauer 

Jill Lauer 

Jim & Janey Lauer 

Joe Lauer  
 

Federal Privacy Laws 
Because of Federal Privacy Laws (HIPPA-Health Insurance Privacy and 

Portability Act), if you or a member of your family are hospitalized and 

would like the Pastor to visit, please contact the church office at (319) 254-

2216, or Pastor Mark at (319) 631-8564. 

 



June Birthdays 
We wish the following people a very happy birthday: 
 

  1 Janey Lauer 

 Ron Lucas 

  2 Dave Rauenbuehler 

  5  Anya Caboth 

 Leah Johnson 

  6 Ted Proctor 

  7 Bea Tolander 

 Evan Honts 

  8 Karl Krueger 

 Paul Zoss 

  9  Mary Benson 

10 Scott Meth 

 Curt Ridinger 

 Andrew Zoss 

 Helen Zoss 

 Peter Zoss 

 Charlie Zihlman 

11 Tyler Kelley 

 Jameson Deierling 

13 Valerie Unkrich 

16 Raegan Olson 

17 Mary Hookom 

 Rebekah Haussner 

18 Brian Stout 

 Karen Wenstrand 

19 Scarlett Jones 

20  Lincoln Burnham 

 Mary Lindeen 

22 Dee Lipscomb 

 Quinn Scarff 

24 Heather Applegate 

25 Emily Johnson 

 Sabrina Moody 

26 Christopher Olson 

27 Denise Deierling 

28 Lana Zihlman 

29 Emily Wells 

30 Norah Beichter 

 Stephanie Hummell 

 Tim Reid 
 

June Anniversaries 
We wish to offer these couples a happy anniversary: 

 

  1 Luke and Heather       

   Applegate 

  5 Andrew and Katarina  

    Niemann 

10  Dave and Jessica Diers 

12 Doug and Donna Deardorff 

15  Lindy and Lil Chrisinger 

18  Wayne and Mary Lou  

    Rodgers  

19  Mark and Mary Ann    

    Kaufman  

19  Ron and Deb Reid 

19  John and Jane Wickham 

20 Anthony and Marne  

    Lackman 

20 James and Hannah  

    Niemeier 

24  Larry and Carole Kaufman 

24  Ralph and Cherry Sandeen 

25 Justin and Nicole Payne 

26  Duayne and Michelle  

    Hultquist  

27  Adam and Brooke Smith 

 

Please help the church office update their records by submitting any birthday, 

anniversary or any other corrections. Thank you.



 

PRAY FOR: 
 to the custodians of the church and parish hall for protecting the 

buildings and keeping them safe and clean all year long. 

 

 ELCA missionary Rev. Brian Palmer in Liberia, supported by this 

congregation.  

 

 for Bishop Mjema of the Pare Diocese, Pr. John Kinkoro and 

people of Ngaeni Lutheran Parish, our partner congregation in 

Tanzania.  

 

 Cherry Sandeen, Pastor Mark and the youth while they travel on 

their mission. 

 

 friends and loved ones experiencing health concerns. 
 

THANKS ARE DUE . . . 
 to Debbie Swanson for her twenty years as our organist. 

 

 to Craig Grothe for leading us in worship on May 28. 

 

 to Wendell Debner for filling in for Pastor Mark while he is on 

vacation and then at the youth mission trip. 

 

 to Jennifer Wagner for playing the piano for us May 28. 

 

 

 
**We have a new password for the internet at the parish hall. It is dyj483ze2m. 

 

Please remember that Confirmed church members need to commune 

and have a contribution on record by the end of 2017 in order to be 

eligible to vote at the next annual meeting. By signing your name on 

the friendship pad, you confirm that you have communed during that 

worship service.  
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